5. Edith’s last meeting
Rev Stirling Gahan was an Anglo-Irish Anglican chaplain in Brussels. He stayed on in August 1914 to
minister to the expatriate community. He was an active member of the Belgian Relief Fund and with
others from it spent ten days in German custody in November 1914.
He was in regular contact with Edith Cavell at their church. He knew of her arrest in early August and
her trial but had not been able to get to see her.
On the evening of October 11th he was summoned urgently to minster to Edith Cavell as the news
broke that she would be shot the next morning. He was allowed to see her alone in her prison cell
with a special pass around 9.30pm. He wrote after his visit:
‘The brave lady had retired but was soon roused on hearing that her pastor had come, and after a
few moments presented herself at the cell door, calm and sweet in demeanour as ever, just as I had
known her and seen her when last at liberty.
She assured me in answer to my question that she trusted in the finished work of Christ for her soul’s
salvation and was fully at rest in Him. Then she added ‘I know now that patriotism is not enough. It is
not enough to love one’s own people: one must love all men, and hate none’.
She said further: ‘I am thankful to have had these ten weeks of quiet to get ready’. ‘Life was so full
that I had no rest and no quiet. Now I have had it and have been kindly treated here’. ‘I expected my
sentence and believe it was just’.
Edith and Gahan shared Communion and after his saying a blessing they repeated the words of the
hymn ‘Abide with Me’. Saying goodbye at the cell door he recalled: ‘We grasped hands with a smile
each to each of cheer and encouragement. I said ‘We shall meet again’ to which she replied brightly
‘Yes‘. Then I came away and the cell door closed behind me’.
Another account written by Gahan includes:
I said to her: ‘We shall always remember you as a heroine and a martyr’. She replied 'Don't think of
me like that. Think of me as a nurse who tried to do her duty.'’ She added: 'I have no fear or
shrinking. I have seen death so often it is not strange or fearful to me.’1
Gahan remained in Brussels to the end of the war and took part in the service marking her departure
for England at the Gare du Nord station on May 13th, along with the coffin and the family and a
huge crowd, including the King and the Queen of the Belgians.
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