8. ‘No – no statues’ – the Cavell family’s views of appropriate ways to remember Edith
Almost immediately after her execution the Daily Mirror set about raising funds for a nurses’ home
at the London Hospital where Edith Cavell trained. The Eastern Daily Press publicised the Lord Mayor
of Norwich’s Fund. The charity The Edith Cavell Rest Homes for Nurses was set up and by 1917 had
seven homes across the country supporting over 550 exhausted nurses a year.(This work still
continues today through the work of the Cavell Nurses Trust – www.cavellnursestrust.org)
After Edith Cavell’s execution Mrs Cavell was asked by a reporter for the Eastern Daily Press (27
October page 5 column 7?) how she could best be remembered. She suggested money raised be
used to help soldiers or nurses. But she was emphatic, ‘No, no statues.‘
Her wish was not heeded. In 1917 a new east window was dedicated in her home church in
Swardeston church with her image in its heart. A statue of Edith Cavell was already planned in
Norwich. It was unveiled in front of the Maids Head hotel on October 12th 1918: its sculptor, Henry
Pegram, gave his services free. The imposing statue in St Martins Place by Trafalgar Square by Sir
George Frampton was already on his drawing board by late 1915. Its completion and unveiling in
1920 had to await stone imports from abroad – he too gave his services free.
Two statues were erected in Belgium and one in Paris. The latter was seen by Hitler on his one visit
to the city in June 1940: he ordered that it be destroyed…

NOTE: In summer 1916 the Canadians named the highest mountain in the Rockies Mount Edith
Cavell. Many streets and buildings and even a bridge in New Zealand bear her name to this day.
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